RUSSELLVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

HONORS CURRICULUM

Honors courses encompass the highest academic standards, meeting not only the state frameworks but also incorporating national standards within each discipline. Advanced Placement and Pre-Advanced Placement courses are governed by College Board standards. Other honors courses must include the following characteristics:

· Higher-order thinking (analysis, synthesis, evaluation)

· Student-centered learning

· Student-directed activities

· Teacher-facilitated learning

· Process-based learning—taking seemingly different knowledge and putting it together for something new

· Self-evaluation

· Research component
APPROVAL CRITERIA FOR A NEW COURSE
I. Confer with the department head about the possibility of submitting a course for approval for honors status. At the discretion of the department head, the course will be presented to the principal. Non-departmental teachers will present a course directly to the principal.

II. Submit the following information to the chairman of the Honors Committee:

A.  A description of the course

B. Grade level(s) of students who will be enrolled in the course

C. Syllabus showing learner objectives, unit topics, learning activities, laboratory (if appropriate) and assessments.

III. Defend the proposed course before the Honors Committee. The Committee will question the teacher and/or department head to ascertain the quality of the research component. Other clarifying questions may be asked.

IV. Final approval requires a 2/3 majority vote of the Honors Committee members.
